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Copy of LierrERs returning unsatisfactory OvurLINg-CARDS, and directing
s Ru-pxamivarioN of the RECRUIT. -

1. When no moles and scars are shown.

The enclosed outline.card of ig respeotfully returned
with request thatthe man be again examined to ascertain whether he may
or may not have moles and scars that heve escaped observation and Tecord.
(ards received from recruiting depdts invariably show such marks, in
addition to vaccinations and fattoos, often in great number, and seldom
fewer than five. OF 130 cards noted from, all depbts, bub one gshows less
than five; of 25 Culumbus Barracks cards taken at random, but one
ghows less than 12, and the average ig over 17; of 25 later cards from
the same dopdt, but one shows less than 13, and the average is 22. It is
believed that the Tigorous examinabion contemplated by G.0. No. 33, of
1889, will almost without exception disclose at least five moles and scars,
ond it may be added that the worlk of identification for which the oards
are designed cannot be reliably and satisfactorily accomplished with
less.

9. When but two or three scars and moles appear, or when no marks are
shown encept vaccinations and tattoos.

The enclosed outline-card of is respectfully returned
with request that ths man be agnin examined to ascertain whether he
may not have additional moles and scars that have escaped observation
and record. (lards rereived from recruiting depdts seldom ghow fewer

than five such marks in addition to vaceinations and tatboos. Of a total
of 130 cards noted from all depbts, ete. (a8 nbove).

Fingeerrints and their Registration ag a Means of Personal
Identifieation.*

BY
Francis Garron, F.R.S.

et P .

Mg, Garron demonstrated his method of identification by means of
finger prints, and explained the degree of facility by which it is possible
to determine whether the duplieate of a submitted sef of impressions is or
is not contained in & catalogued collection of the finger prints of different
persons, say of criminuls, :

The prints used are those of the bulbs of the ten digits, in each of
which a pattern is to be found that is usually isolated Dby one or ‘two
pairs of divergent papillary ridges. The varieties of these patterns, and
the method of their formation were described by him in the Phil, Trans.
Royal Society, 1891, where evidence was also given of the persistence,
thronghout life, in the minutest details of the ridges by which they are

* Abstract of remarks nccompanying demonstration by the Author.
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formod,  ‘The patterns grow insize with the imdividual, mud in their
proportions they somewhat vary ab different periods of il necording Lo
e fafress or honness, & ol the lnger, bul thuie geneyal eharneter, on
the oug land, nod iy strneture il itominuteness on the otlor,
remain unchpnged,

Phe methad af identiffention proposed by hine was deseriliod iy
seeomd menoir red more vopontly before the Ruynl Sesciety, mud whout
to hie published in its provecdings.

e nethol consists of two stoges ¢ The lest i elussittortion aeeoprdd-
i o the generul churneter of the puttern, the soeand s the serutiny of

) the spedinsens fhat e cmtnined in the saoe class by attending ter

ane ur more of the minntie,

Tor elussitiontion, the method ix ndopted of regneding only the most
ohvions difleronees of character in eneh of the ten fingers these wree
whether thie pattern in eneh of them vanks asn © Prinnwy,” o v Whorl,””
or us n % Loop”  No other Tends e vesopnised ; the Few douln Ial
enss heing eliussed wnder one or othier of these three hods necording to
w colloetion of stundned speeimens, Byvery one o thee chissen s,
Bowever, Hible to n twvo-fold sudidivision ; Deing wnmbersd with nn oven
pumber® whenever (e pattern isonot sy metejend, nd its slope Hes feons
the fhwgger tip downwads towards the peeeined, und not e eobitnd side of
the Teand, Thus o preimaey mny be numbersd o 2, n whart i1 ar o
Toup & or 6, These e the only nuhers used, The nnmerienl token
of nuy haod ix pegrinterisl in o forns Jike thing 153, 208, 84, 43, in whicle
the Hrst triplet of pmernls reler 1o the Neat, seemud wnl thivd Angers
shecessively of the Tt Tmnel, the sovonsd riplet to the fest, sevond, and
glird of the vight Tund, the fest conplet of numents to the thouh aned
letde tinger of the lefe L, thie seeond eouplot o e thamwh sl liteler
fger of the vight Tend,

The different seguences ocene with widely different feapueney,

An anslysis of the prints from 100 perkons tuken at noston, showesd
that there were 71 oenses of e sume samenes oeenrving only onees,
10 cnses of the mme sequetiee overeeing e, onoe: case af n reguenee
ovenving hree tines, und one e (that of all being plait lonps) of
serpnetiee peeurring six tines Congepentiy---

[T 10 % b1 x4 1 x G100,

A putteen i rapidly rewd off into numbers, whether it be remd i
print or an the e §teeily snd - the cuse s quickly allotted fo itonppies=
printe pigeon bole,  The wnuber-token of o puiv of s sulliees baye
itwelf for o mwount of negative identifleations on the one lonul, nrased
of positive suspicion on the othoer.,

Phe seruting of the individuad printe that ey be contnined in nuow
purticuluy pigeon hole in condacted mpidly by fixing on some one well
marked minute ehameteristic in any one fger in the speeimen snbnittedd

* During the yeur thit Tiaw clupsol sivee thest remarks were written, [ lmver
mndle sonsiderable progros in the art of classiffention, snd now wse letlers instend cx¥

smneraly, ux expluined in my Just published hook on Finger-Printa (Maomillues
& Co)=11. (&, Ovtober 1892,
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‘or identifiention, and confining the attention to that alone. The prints
we brought in rapid succession under a low-power lens (say six-inch
focus), and are examined for this characteristic.

In the print of each finger bulb there are on the nverage at least
30 distinet points of reference, so that a degree of certainty in identifica-
tion, far exceeding that by any other method, can rapidly be obtained.

Demonstrations were made with a classified set of prints from 300
different persons.

Tt was announced that an account of the method, with illustrations
whicl are necessary for its adequate explanation, would be subsequently
published. '
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Résultats statistiques de I'Anthropometrie appliquée
'Identification des Personnes.
PAR

le Dr. Jacques Berrmron et le Dr. ALrHONSE BrrrirLon, Paris.

+ +
+ +

Beancoup de particularités anatomiques, analogues 3 celles qu'ils
préconisent, ont été proposées pour définir Yidentité individuelle.
Toutes pochent par le méme défaut: c'est qu'il est impossible de les
clusser.

La supériorité du systéme d'identification inventé par M. Alphonse
Bertillon, frére de Porateur, ¢’est qu'il permet un clagsement rapide, sfr,
ot tellement simple qu’on peut y &tre initié en quelques minutes.

Les particularités anatomiques qwon a proposées pour définir
Pidentité sont innombrables, parce que toutes les fais qu'on étudie
solgnensement une partie quelcongue du corps, on gapergoit Dbientdt -
que so conformation varie extrémement Qun individu & un autre.
Aussi des dentistes ont-ils conseills d M. Alphonse Bertillon de faire
mordre les individus dont on veut déterminer Pidentité; dans un
morceasu de cire; ils affirment quil nexiste pas au monde deux
individus, ayant la méme denture. Fort bien! Mais si vous avez
cent mille empreintes de dents, comment les classerez-vous ? - Quel
motif aurez-vous de mettre ma denture & moi avant celle de mon voisin
de droite en aprés celle de mon voisin de gauche? Vous n'en avez
ancun! Des lors, lorsquun individu aurs mordu dans ee morceat de-
cire, comment irez-vous rechercher dans votre collection si vous avez
déja une denture pareille? Vous ne pourrez faire cette recherche.
Donc ce mode d’identification est impraticable. '

Méme objection doit &tre opposée aux craniologistes qui con-
seillaient de. dessiner le pourtour du créne, affirmant que jamais deux
hommes n’ont un pourtour de crine identique. Il n’y & pas xaoyen
de clagser de tels documents. Donc ils ne peuvent pas servir,

Méme objection pour ceux gui veulent utiliser de méme le dessin de
Yoreille, etc., ote. ' '




