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during the year a net gain of 14 annual subscribing members.
In addition to these, three new members have compounded.

The Council regrets to report that the Institute has lost through
death four Honorary Members, namely, Dr. Lepsius, Dr. Lucae,
Prof. Milne-Edwards, and Mr. W. S. W. Vaux; and the follow-
ing Ordinary Members :—Mr. Luke Burke, Rev. J. Dingle, Dr.
Kelburne King, Lieut.-Col. Conway Poole, Dr. Emil Riebeck,
Mr. F. Thompson, and Mr. Cornelius Walford.

Brief obituary notices of some of the older members will
appear in the Journal.

The Library of the Institute has received numerous valuable
donations, among which may be specially noticed a large series
of photographs of Lapps from Prince Roland Bonaparte; and
a collection of about 100 volumes of modern works, chiefly
books of travel, presented by Mr. H. Ling Roth.

The Council desires to remind the members that about ten
years ago it was empowered to incorporate the Institute under the
Companies’ Acts. Preliminary steps were accordingly taken at
the Board of Trade, but the negotiations were never completed.

The Council has lately had the subject again under serious
consideration, and has come to the conclusion that it is advis-
able to secure the advantages of incorporation at once. With
the view of simplifying the Articles of Association several
clauses have been struck out of the old body of regulations, and
some minor modifications have been introduced. The proposed
Articles, in their revised form, will be submitted to the members
at the Annual General Meeting, and if adopted, steps will
immediately be taken to effect the incorporation.

The adoption of the Report was proposed from the Chair, and
carried unanimously.

Mr. BRaBROOK explained the alterations proposed to be made
in the Regulations.

Mr. RupLER read the Proposed Memorandum and Articles of
Association, and after some discussion and slight verbal altera-
tions,

Mr. BRABROOK moved, and Dr. CoFrFIN seconded the following
resolution :—

“ That the revised Regulations submitted by the Council
be approved, and adopted as Articles of Association,
subject to any modifications that may be required by
the Board of Trade, which the Council are hereby em-
powered to make.” (Carried unanimously.)

The PRESIDENT then delivered the following address :—-
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

THE report of the Council has entered so fully into the work-
ing of this Institute during the past session, that I think I
should weary you if I were to attempt a fresh summary of my
own, and to speak again of topics that are still fresh in your
memory. It is therefore better that I should select some
definite topic in my address, and dwell upon it at length. I
will do this now in respect to the subject that has chiefly
occupied my attention for some time past.

It will perhaps be recollected that, at the meeting last autumn
of the British Association in Aberdeen, I chose for my Presi-
dential Address to the Anthropological Section a portion of the
wide subject of “ Hereditary Stature.” My inquiries were at
that time advanced only to a certain stage, but they have since
been completed up to a well-defined resting-place, and it is
to their principal net results that I shall ask your attention
to-night.

I am, happily, released from any necessity of fatiguing you
with details, or of imposing on myself the almost impossible
task of explaining a great deal of technical work in popular
language, because all these details have just been laid before
the Royal Society, and will in due course appear in their
Proceedings. They deal with ideas that are perfectly simple in
themselves, but many of which are new and most are unfamiliar,
and therefore difficult to apprehend at once. My work also
required to be tested and cross-tested by mathematical processes
of a very technical kind, dependent in part on new problems,
for the solution of which I have been greatly indebted to the
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friendly aid of Mr. J. D. Hamilton Dickson, Fellow and Tutor
of St. Peter’s College, Cambridge. I shall therefore quite dis-
embarrass myself on the present occasion from the sense of any
necessity of going far into explanations, referring those who
wish thoroughly to understand the grounds upon which my
results are based, to the forthcoming memoir in the Proceedings
of the Royal Society, and to that amplified and illustrated
extract from my Address at Aberdeen, accompanied by tabular
data, which appeared among the “Miscellanea ” of the Journal
of this Institute last November.

The main problem I had in view was to solve the following
question. Given a group of men, all of the same stature, what-
ever that stature may be,—it is required to be able to predict
two facts regarding their brothers, their sons, their nephews,
and their grandchildren, respectively, namely, firsf, what will
be their average height; secondly, what will be the percentage
of those kinsmen whose statures will range between any two
heights we may please to specify :—as between 6 feet and
6 feet 1 inch, 6 feet 1 inch and 6 feet 2 inches.

The same problem admits of another rendering, because what-
ever is statistically certain in a large number is the most probable
occurrence in a small one, so we may phrase it thus: Given a
man of known stature, and ignoring every other fact, what will
be the probable average height of his brothers, sons, nephews,
grandchildren, &c., respectively, and what proportion of them
will probably range between any two heights we please to
specify ?

I have solved this problem with completeness in a practical
sense. No doubt my formule admit of extension to include
influences of a minor kind, which I am content to disregard,
and that more exact and copious observations may slightly
correct the values of the constants I use ; but I believe that for
the general purposes of understanding the nearness of kinship
in stature that subsists between relations in different degrees,

the probiem 1s solved.
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Tt is needless to say that I look upon this inquiry into stature
as a representative one. The peculiarities of stature are that
the paternal and maternal contributions blend freely, and that
selection, whether under the aspect of marriage selection or
of the survival of the fittest, takes little account of it. My
results are presumably true, with a few further reservations, of
all qualities or faculties that possess these characteristics.

Average Statures—The solution of the problem asregards the
average height of the kinsmen proves to be almost absurdly
simple, and not only so, but it is explained most easily by a
working model that altogether supersedes the trouble of calcu-
lation. I exhibit one of these: it is a large card ruled with
horizontal lines 1 inch apart, and numbered consecutively in
feet and inches, the value of 5 feet 8 dinches lying about half
way up. A pin-hole is bored near the left-hand margin at
a height corresponding to 5 feet 84 inches. A thread secured
at the back of the card is passed through the hole; when it is
stretched it serves as a pointer, moving in a circle with the pin-
hole as a centre. Five verntical lines are drawn down the card
at the following distances, measured horizontally from the pin-
hole : 1 inch, 2 inches, 3 inches, 6 inches, 9 inches. For brevity
I will call these lines I, II, III, VI, and IX respectively.
This completes the instrument. To use it: Hold the stretched
thread so that it cuts IX at the point where the reading of the
horizontal lines corresponds to the stature of the given group.
Then the point where the string cuts VI will show the average
height of all their brothers; where it cuts III will be the
average height of the sons ; where it cuts II will be the average
height of the nephews; and where it cuts I will be the average
height of the grandchildren. These same divisions will serve
for the converse kinships; VI, obviously so; III, son to a
parent ; II, nephew to an uncle; I, grandson to a grandfather.
Another kinship can be got from VI, namely, that between
“mid-parent” and son. By “mid-parental ” height I mean the
average of the two statures: (@) the height of the father, ()



