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sage. that- we have over the Solent or the

Menai Strait, whatever lies beyond can only |
be regulated by European agreement or by |
public law—never appropriated by a single |

power. Upon this point, unless the present
Ministers of the Crown prove utterly false
to the interests and traditions of their coun-
try, they must, at any cost, stand firm.

It is a fortunate coincidence that a sub-
ject, which is at this moment of the utmost
interest and importance, should have been
elucidated by the masterly papers and patri-
otic vigour of. the Prince.Consort. We
now know beyond all doubt what his opin-
ion would have. been upon it, in the shape
it has now assumed ; and we'doubt not that
Her Majosty, the faithful guardian of his
works and “of his blameless memory, has
cansed these opinions to be published to the
world at this time, in order that they may
have their due weight on public opinion and
aid in directing the policy of the nation to
wise ends. This third volume of Mr. Mar-
tin’s Memoir unquestionably raises the char-
acter of the Prince as a statesman, and as
the nearest adviser of the Crown of Eng-
land, far higher than the volumes which
preceded it, or than any previous publica-
tion, had done. Of his amiable disposition
and. strong sense of duty nothing remained
to be said. The country is every year more
sensible of the enormous loss we sustained
in the premature death of so accomplished
and virtuous a personage, and the Court has
been clouded ever since that deplorable
event. : :
We ventured some years ago to point out

‘{hat the best memorial of the Prince’s tal-

ents and virtues would be the publication of
the papers drawn up by himself on various
matters of public interest. The selection
from these papers and the letters of the
Prince forms by far the most interesting
and important part of the present work, and
we shall be glad if this portion of it can
hereafter be extended. In other respects
this biography wonld gain by abridgment ;
and it is also to be regretted that the very
high price of these volumés places them al-
together out of the reach of the people. A
cheap edition of the book, which might be
sold at cost price, since profit can be no ob-
ject, reduced to about half its present size,
but retaining all that came from the Prince’s
own pen, would be the most acceptable gift
Queen Vicloria could make to her peopie,
and perhaps the most enduring monument
of her Consort’s fame. -0
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Awrr. VIL.— Letiers of Henry Stanley: from
© Equatorial Africa fo the ¢ Daily.. Tele-"
graph.’ - London: 1877. RS

Tue exploration of Africa has been con-
‘ducted of late on a new system. The routes
of the earlier travellers passed either through
parts of the continent where the ‘population
is sparse, as in Caffre land or in the Sahara,
or in those where it is organised into large
kingdoms, such as lie between Ashanti-and
Wadai, and which are much too powerfal
to admit of any traveller forcing his way
| against the will of their rulers. The older
explorers were therefore content to travel
' with small retinues, conciliating the natives
of the larger kingdoms by patient persist-
 ence and feeling their way.. But of recent
years all this has been changed. ‘The pro-
gress of discovery has_ transferred the ont-
 posts. of knowledge-and the starting-points
of exploration to places where the popula-
tion is far more abundant than that which
is met with in either the northern or the
gouthern portions of Africa, yet where it is,
for the most part, divided into tribes. Hence
modern explorers have found the necessity
of travelling with large and strongly armed
retinues. This new method has been fre-.
quently adopted in the upper basin of the
White Nile, which has also been the seene
of many military expeditions sent by the
Egyptian government to force a way into
the Scudan, including that commanded by
Sir Samuel Baker. So, in the south, Liv-
ingstone’s comparatively small band of de-
termined Caffres, placed at his disposal by
a chicf whose confidence he had gained, en-
abled him to cross the continent in the lati-
tude of the Zambesi. Subsequently other
travellers, like Burton, {Speke, Grant, and
Cameron, stirting from Zanzibar, . lave
adopted a similar plan. Their forces were
large enough to cnable them to pass as they
pleased through regions where the tribes
were small, they were sufficiently powerful
 to make larger tribes fear to attack them,
and as they invariably adopted a concilia-
tory policy with the latter, théy never came
into serious collision with the natives. Mr.
Stanley has adopted the plan of travelling
with an armed retinue ot a much larger scale
than any of those whom we have named,
and he has certainly carried, by these means,
a great expedition successfully through Af-
rica. 'Thus he states, ¢ T led 2280 men across
hostile Unyoro,’ on an expedition intended
to cross the Albert Nyanza. Again, when
he leaves Nyangwe on his final expedition

"| down the Lualaba, he starts with a body of

500 fighting men.  Thus with a larger mili-
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. abuse, and seems hard to defend.
possible to speak of Mr. Stanley’s journey
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tary force than hitherto employed, and
making a determined use of ‘it, Mr. Staniey
has conducted a geographical raid across
the middle of Africa, which has led him into
scenes of bloodshed: and slaughter, begin-

~ ning at the Victoria Nyanza, and not end-

ing until he arrived in the neighbourhood
of the Western Coast. This achievement
undoubtedly places Mr. Stanley in the fore-
most rank of African discoverers, dnd en-
sures to him a hardly-earned and lasting
fame,

The question will- no doubt be hotly dis-

cussed how far a private individual, travel-
.ling-as a newspaper correspondent, has a

right to assume such a warlike attitude, and
to force his way through native tribes re-
gardless of their rights, whatever those may
be. A man who does so acts in defiance.of
the laws that are -supposed to bind private
individuals. He assumes sovereign privi-
leges, and punishes with death the natives
who oppose his way. He voluntarily puts
himself into a position from which there is
no escape, except by battle and  bloodshed ;
and it is a question which ‘we shall not
argue here, whether such conduct does not
come under the head of filibustering. Na-
tions are above laws, and may do and de-

cide - what expeditions they may care to-

launch, but the assumption of such a right
by private individuals is certainly open to
It is im-

‘without noticing this exceptional character-
istic of it. At the same time it is not our
present object to discuss the morality of his
proceedings, put to occipy ourselves with
his discoveries, which are unquestiopably of
the highest geographical importance, and
may lead to consequences in comparison
with which the death of a few hundred bat-
barians, ever ready to fight and kill, and

many of whom are professed cannibals, will

perhaps be regarded as a small matter.

The results of Mr.- Stanley’s journey at
the moment of writing these remarks are
very imperfectly before us; but we already

know enough to see that he finds the course | . €
- but in magnificent style.

- them was superb. Their canoes were enor-

of the Congo to form a great arc, as was
rudely laid down in the well-known map of
Duarte Lopez, published by Pigafetta at
lome in 1591, and that his route brings
him into quasi connexion with the two fur-
thest points reached in that part of the con-
tinent by explorers from the north, namely,
that reached by Schweinfurth, who received
the gold medal of the Royal Geographical
Society in 1874 ¢for his discovery of the

. Uelle River, beyond the south-western lim-

its of the Nile basin,’ and that other point
reached by the literary informant of Dr.

Barth, who, travelling southwards from
Darftir, came to the great river of Kubanda,
flowing to the west, :

The Uelle was reached by Schweinfurth * -
in April, the time when its waters were at
their lowest level, yet it was then 800 feet
across, with a depth of from.twelve to fif-
teen feet; its volume of outflow was esti-
mated by him at 10,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond. " All the ‘Monbuttoo and the Niam-
niam people agreed in telling him that the
Uelle held on its course, as far as they
could follow it, for days and days together, |
till it widened so vastly that the trees on its
banks ceased to be visible. Schweinfurth
speaks with admiration of the peculiar
shape and size of the canoes that he saw on
the Uelle, which curiously correspond with
those seen by Stanley on the Aruwimi.
Schweinfurth says :— '

‘ They were hewn out of a single trunk of
a tree, and, alike in shape and solidity, were
superior to what we had hitherto seen. Some
of them were not less than thirty feet long
and four feet broad, and sufficiently spacious
to convey.both horses and bullocks. So am-
ple are their diniensions that there is no risk of
their being upset, nor did they lurch in the
least degree as we got into them. They were -
made with both ends running horizontally
out into a beak, and the border lines were
ornamented with carved figures. .

‘1 had seen the teak canoes of the Red Sea,
which are-called ¢ Hoory” in Arabic, and are

-of a build imported from India, and many of

the canoes which are in use at Saakim and
Djidda; but none of these were comparable,
either with respect to size or elegance, with
the canoes of the Monbuttoo.’ « :

Mr. Stanley speaks of similar canoes at
the mouth of the Aruwimi, which he places
some 250 milpgs to the SW, of Schweinfurth’s
position, the river itself being obviously
either the Uelle or a larger stream to which
the latter is an affiuent, or at least a river
draining the same country and having -simi-,
lar characteristics to those which Schwein- -
furth has so ably described. Mr. Stanley’s

» words are as follows :—

¢ Down the natives came fast and furious,
Everything about

mous things, one especially, a monster of
eighty -paddlers, forty on a side, with pad-
dles eight feet long, spear-headed, and really
pointed with iron blades for close quarters, I
presume. The top of.each paddle shaft was
adorned with- an ivory ball: The chiefs
pranced up and down a planking that ran from
stem to stern. On 'a platform near the bow
were ten choice young fellows swaying their
long spears at"the ready. In the stern of this

# Schweinfurth, * The West of Africa,’ vol, i.
p. 553, English translation.
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