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course of the Limpopo to the sea, and ‘T had not forgotten their
conversations with this gentlemian, but I regret that it was out of
my power to collect any certain information on this point for the
Society. I may, however, add that I made every inquiry in my
power of the Boers, several of whom informed me that they had
penetrated far into the interior ; one, named Trechart, had been
as far even as Sofala. They all affirmed that the Limpopo and
Elephant River join each other and then flow into the ocean at
Inhambane, a Portugunese settlement on the coast. At the junc-
tion the river is said to be over a mile in breadth. 'The Elephant
River is in places very rapid, full of falls and drifts. In con-
clusion I can only say that much self-denial, untiring energy, and
dogged perseverance are indispensable before geographical dis-
coveries can be made in this part of Africa; and even these
qualifications will be of little avail, unless assisted by subordinates
%ossessing local knowledge of the country and of the habits of the

oers, as well as of the natives. The prejudices of the Dutch
Boer are great in the extreme ; he views every stranger with sus-
picion, and, contented with his own uncontrolled sphere of
existence, he aspires to nothing beyond. His hatred to the
English name, however, I found more intense even than I had

been led to suppose.

X1.—Recent Ezpedition into the Interior of South- Western
Africa. By Francis Gavron, Esq.,, F.R.G.S,

Read Feb. 23 and April 26, 1852.

Mpgr, PrESIDENT,

A urrTLE more than two years ago, urged by an excessive
fondness for a wild life, 1 determined to travel for a second time
in Africa. I then became a Fellow of your Society, and through the
active kindness of Dr. Shaw your Secretary, of Mr. Arrowsmith,
and of others, I was thoroughly advised as to those geographical
points which more immediately awaited inquiry, and, guided by
their views, chose South Africa as the field of my travels.

1 left England in April 1850, accompanied by Mr, Andersson,
a Swede, to whose most active and cheerful co-operation through-
out a tedious and harassing journey, I am in the greatest degree
indebted. He still remains in Africa, principally with a view of
investigating the natural history of the lake district, and of thence
bringing home a complete collection of specimens. .

At the Cape, upon the strong recommendation of Sir Harry -
Smith, I freighted a vessel for Walfisch Bay, instead of travelling
the usual route from Port Elizabeth. The emigrant Boers had at
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that time assumed a menacing attitude, and it was currently
believed that they intended takmg immediate possession of the
lake country, and of refusing passage to all travellers from the
Cape. Two parties had already been turned back; and as on
the one hand there was every reason to believe that the same
course might be adopted towards me, and cause a fruitless result
to my journey, so on the other, the country to the north of
Walfisch Bay was an entirely open field for explormg, and I
proceeded thence.

At Cape Town I could obtain but little information about
even those parts, in which missionaries had already formed sta-
tions, and what I there learnt was also much exaggerated, as the
country was believed to be extremely fertile and very populous.
The Damaras, into the heart of whose country no white man had
ever penetrated, were described as a most powerful, numerous,
and interesting nation ; and the fact that some traders had settled
at Walfisch Bay, whence large droves of Damara cattle were
dispatched south, shipped to St. Helena, or sold to the, at one
time, numerous guano and whaling vessels, seemed to warrant the
opinion of the fertility of the country. This view was again
confirmed by the great jealousy shown to the attempted expedi-
tion of our late member, Mr. Ruxton, afterwards so well known
by his travels in America, who, when he landed, experienced
such determined opposition and obstructions, that he was com-
pelled to set sail without having penetrated more than 20 miles
into the country.

Warned by his failure I took mules with me, besides my
waggons and a cart, in order that I should be, to a certain
degree, independent of assistance, and be able, at least, to carry
my things across the barren desert, which intervenes between the
coast and the more habitable parts.

I was also requested by Sir Harry Smith to establish, if pos-
sible, friendly relations on the part of the Colonial government
with such tribes as were liable to be exposed to the attack of the
emigrant Boers, and to disavow strongly all sympathy on its part
with them. Indeed a mere expression of good will, without
holding out the least prospect of direct aid, is a custom much
valued and well understood by South African tribes generally.

I landed in Walfisch Bay, the estuary of the Kuisip, in
August, and was very hospitably received by Mr. Bam, the
Rhenish missionary. Some time and great trouble were required
to drag all my heavy things with my few mules across the sandy
desert, already mentioned, to his station, where they could remain
in security whilst I went up the country to buy and to break in oxen
for my onward journey. It would be out of place here to allude
particularly to the extreme difficulty I experienced before all this
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