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Becent Discoveries in Jushylia,

S81x years ago we knew nothing of the far interior of Anustralia, beyond
what we had learned from Captain Sturt, who reached in 1844 a point
half-way between Spencer’s Gulf and the Gulf of Carpentaria. His
discoveries considerably misled our speculations, for they lay in a belt of
the most barren description,.which geographers were too ready to. accept
a8 a fair representative of the country to the right and left of it. Sturt’s
sufferings in endeavouring to cross the far-famed stony desert, were fearful,
There is perhaps no traveller who has shown more vividly than he,
the horrors of the desert, or a more determined courage in facing them.
Hence his reports, more than those of any one else, have given a bad re-
pute to the interior of Australia.

During the gold fever, discovery on a large scale was idle; numerous
small additions were made to our geographical knowledge, but their effect
on the map of Australia might be compared to the crystallized border that
grows gradually within a chemist’s evaporating bath, It timidly pushes
out tiny spicule here and there, always towards the middle, each new
crystal becoming established for ever and serving as a foundation for
further growth. Bo the process extends itsclf, until the time is ripe, and
then long spikes dart right across from side to ride, and all the interstices
rapidly close up.  One, we may almost say two, of these long spikes bave
now darted across Australia. Two lines of route have ‘virtually joined
north to south and established themselves henceforth on our maps. They
were made almost simultaneously. The first was that of A, Gregory,

from the north, whose route was overlapped and almost reached by .

McDouall Stuart, in his great journey from the south; the second
was wholly successful in traversing the continent, and was that of
Burke. Nor are A. Gregory, Stuart, and Burke the ouly prominent dis-
coverers of the last six years. A great deal has been also done in Western
Australia by F. Gregory. In fact the Gregorys are a wonderful family of
four brothers, who have left their marks as explorers on every side of
Australia.  But West Australian discovery is more like thi crystallized
border, of which we have been speaking, progressing at a rapid pace, than
+he far-darting spikes, which so captivate our imagination. We must,
however, give one word of recognition-to a dashing exploit just made by
a party of young men, the Messrs. Dempster and others, whose route will
be seen on the south-west of the diagram, p. 355. Another strange district
yet remains to be alluded to; it is marked B, and is the site of that half
imaginary feature of all but the most modern maps, called Lakn Torrens.
A host of people have travelled there, from whom we will hereafter
select Mr. Babbage, and sheep stations are now spread over a'térritory
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ﬁﬁh&m&’ Eyre ‘was repulsed by drought, and whose chief feature is that

miountain, which, despairing of the land, he named Mount Hopeless. Tg: .

ghould have been Mount Hopeful. -
The result of the manifold explorations of late years can be discussed

"‘in- two ways only.” Oneis to pore over amap on a very large scale,

where the routes of all the explorers are inserted, with t}}eir dfxily n?tes
of the country they traversed, written at the side; thin gpider lines
erowded with minute detail, separated from one another by vast blank
areas, which show the scantiness and broken character of our knowledge:
the other is to generalize, but to do so in eo rude and broafl a manner,
that a miniature map like that which is given here, can ¢asily show all
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we have to say. If weattempted a greater refinement of generaliza.ti?n, we
should be aiming at more than we have facts to warrant. Proceedmg on
these premises, we may say that we have obtained a fair }mowledge of the
eastern half of the continent, and that it is generally habitable, not by any
;neans over its entire arca, but sporadically, in the same way that Arabia
is inhabited by the Arabs. Of the western half of t?w continent we know
much less; but our knowledge, so fur as it goes, is equally favourable,
The south-eastern corner is the most favoured of all. The Lafke Torrens
district is altogether peculiar: it is an alternation of brackish lagoons
with saline desert.and good pastoral country. i ‘

Aridity during summer is the great drawback to Austrahs:t. Enough -
rain falls on the average of the year to support a fuir Yegetatlon, but‘the
foatures of the country are not decided enough to d}'ﬂm t?xe \.zvuter into
channels, or to form perennial springs. The water ecither hesf in ﬁl)al}ow
lagoons, ench representing the drainage of a trifling arca, or in miscrable
creeks; and by far the greater part of it evaporz?tcs .du-rmg the heats,
There is no grandeur in the framework of Australia; it is a vast exten-
sion of a series of little features ; such as scrub and grass, lagoon and
creek, sandy and muddy plains. It supports very little -lee; few c‘reatur?s
exist that do not migrate.. The marsupials pack the'n' broods in their
pouches, and travel for their lives; the waterfowl disappear when the
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waters are low. The physical character of Australia makes it eas
to understand how intelligent explorers like Sturt, Lyre, Kennedy, and
many others, brought disheartening accounts which our modern know-
ledge contradicts @ it is worth while to examine the causes of such mistakes.
First, then, it appears hopeless to ascertain the habitible qualities of any
district in Australia by sceing it only once. The arvid Plains, dancing with
‘mirage, swept with dust-storms, void of life, and Dare of all but some
miserable shrub, seem the abomination of desolation, while the same
plains, after a month's soaking showers, are wholly altered, Lagoons
form, tall grass springs up abundantly, waterfowl make their appearance,
and the traveller is charmed with the goodly land he las the fortune to
discover. Not ouly do the seasons differ one from another, but the total
rainfall of different years is probably a fluctuating quantity, and again,
the showers fall unequally over the country.  Another fertile source of
misconception of the qualities of a district arises from the unequal
character of adjacent belts, A mere accident may lead a traveller along
a line where hardly a day shall pass without his finding water, or he may
fall upon an arid strip and nearly perish of thirst. It is wholly beyond
belief that a cursory traveller should discover all the watering-places in
his neighbowrhood; the records of MceDonall Stuart's journeys give
remarkable examples to the contrary.  An unexpected fact still remaing—
it is, that wherever a sheep-station iy by any means established, the
country becomes rapidly improved by its influence. It isa subject for
Darwinian speculation. The grazing is said to improve the grasses, and
to introduce or foster new species, The mere cropping does something;
the manuring and the stamping of the sheep's feet have an effect, _Then
the occupier of the station makes the most of the watering capabilities of
the place: he dams up a creek, or deepens a water-hole. Perhaps the
grasses and bushes around it flourigh permanently through its moisture ;
the roots of the vegetation will then form a natural matting that checks
evaporation, while the long fibres of the roots encourage rain-water to
enter deeply into the soil. In this fashion, canses may be reacted on by
their effects, until originally trifling influences produce considerable im-
provement.
A very curious feature exists thronghout the Lake Torrens district
(5 of the diagram) which would have vastly altered Eyre’s opinion of that
country if he had been aware of it. In numerous places over an other-
wise waterless arca, mounds are seen of various heights, up to 100 feet or
more.  On their top is a crop of verdure, not necessarily visible from the
plain, and a diminutive streamlet may be discovered trickling or ‘cozing
over one part of its edge.  On climbing one of these hillocks its top is
found to be a basin brimful of water, a most extraordin
thirsty traveller. It must scem like a magieal creation of
in his behalf. Obviously the hillocks ave of tr
deposit, which has settle
broke through the ground

ary prize to 4
some good fairy
avertin, or some such mineral
d from the spring from the time when it first
»and has thus in long years been moulded into
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a tase that encloses the water and reaches the highest level to \tlluzzl} ;z
can.rise, Where springs of this description are frequent, one would think.
an artesian well might be sunk anywhere with success. e
We will now follow up these introductory remarks by a sh;.)xi'ttn_mzzze 2
of the most prominent of the recent expedltxonsf. Let us firs mtalio x
clearly understood that the difficulty of Australian tr;wul. docsfno ! il;q
much in the trouble of obtaining water as in the nocc:««'tt‘y o czm‘ y] ing
food. A traveller in that land cannot shoot his dinner.  The Ausm?]]?tr;
wilds do not supply subsistence to a white resident, much less to 1:1 W 11
traveller. A native who is gathering roots or sceds all through ]t 1e1( ay,
having leisure, and knowing where to look for them,' an'd w].xo a s;)\ ullsl t:
stomach capable of digesting those things, is master of (}1115 Siman:n' p wl 1; ;

i she load of flour and dried meat carried b
man is fully as dependent on the : 1 camtiod b
his horse‘%yas are the crew of a vessel on the stores they have .sh].p%lcdf

o v . . . 5 a LI l“' S } : 0
Judicious ’m‘r:mgement in commissariat matters is the first essentia
successful Australian travel. v o o .

The first of the great modern Australian journeys, in order nfl' txtm?,

was that of A. Gregory, in the north. It was felt scandalous t1 ha ]\\e

ghould remain in wilful ignorance of our own territory, aﬁdda )iml(tzg
re hazard he ar

British scttlements to increase on the spot wllxeu; lnlmuc; ';O liI;i:] .
‘ i indi he best places in the land and colonizir

them, instead of finding out ¢ ces in the | Colonlaing in

i i i the Viectoria River, on the n i

an intelligent way. For instance, i r the podhwe

ination ; it had been ascended fo arly

coast, urgently demanded examin ; . s wtre. o

i rs of the Beagle, and its promisc ,

200 miles by the oflicers o ] S0 Fron
Again, the m)irddle of Australia was generally suppo:aul. to be a dried 1d P
basin‘, but how much land was there north of that basin, sloping towar_.:
the dc:ast? Did rain fall abundantly on that more f:wmu-«?d b?lt ? W;? 1
backed by mountain ranges of importance, which cut off moisture bl()li‘l
assi rnsing it on their flanks and turning it back
assing southwards, by condensing it on. 1 b :
E\to thge Northern Sea?  The determination of these points was the objeet
of the Government's North Australian expedition of 1856, under the com-
mand of A. Gregory. . . .
We will dismiss the latter part of his travels with a few }\ ords, {(I)Z
Iy arr H 1ran
although they were the most protracted, yet they were barren of Lvolmlr?tt]e
results. e found the water parting of the country to be low,. and ]..
distant from the coast ; consequently his route lay along a line f.l«l.\ivn
‘ : ichhar ¢ years previously.
X avelled over by Leichhardt, some years prev
closely parallel to that trave Jeaws proviouly.
isfactori red that no broad belt of humid, tropic
Gregory has satisfactorily provec o

igts 1 ia.  The former part of his route led n ,
land exists in Australia. T . ! ore direaty

interior wtain degree tapped the continent.

ards the interior, and to a cex 0 co :
) ::;Vced the Victoria t’:o its source, then crossed the water par tmir__,r,] and \»'Ii}r}t

‘ ) . - . . . . . N 1 1s
dow - till it lost itsclf in dry salt lakes.
down a creck that ran south-east, : sl -
gowtxel lay through the usual type of Australian country, such ?S] W cllnn 3

s ’ ; ‘nati of pastoral land an

i i : stant alternation of pask
ribed it; that is to say, a cons storal I \
:i:::thle“s I'm’d If all the good parts were summed up, the total \:\[ ;mld b;
e: the cate s g
immense ; the sum of the bud parts would be vastly greater. wa
1
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