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PREFACE.

T is now" practically certain, from wide and exact
observation, that the physical characters of all
living beings, whether men, other animals, or plants,
are subject approximately to the same hereditary laws.
Also that mental qualities, such as ability and
character, which are only partially measurable, follow
the same laws as the physical and measurable ones.

The obvious result of this is that the experience
gained in establishing improved breeds of domestic
animals and plants is a safe guide to speculations on
the theoretical possibility of establishing improved
breeds of the human;race._’ )

It is not intended- to enter here into such specula-
tions, but to emphasise the undoubted fact that
members of gifted fatilies are, on the whole, appreci-
ably more likely than the generality of their country- ’
men to produce gifted offspring.

No extensive collection exists of the biographies of
Gifted Families, as distinguished from biographies of
individuals; we are therefore without means of obtain-
ing an idea of the distribution of ability in our very
mixed race, incomparably more mixed than that of
any domestic animal, where some conscious selection
is always at work. We cannot tell, a priori, how far
ability is sporadic at the present time, and how far
it clusters in families. As a first attempt to supply
the deficiency, both as to matter and form, I submit
the present pamphlet, the result of inquiries made
through a circular letter to all Fellows of the Roya!






